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CHAPTER V.

THE GOVERNOIL OF A FRISON AND TNE
GIRL HHARVEY IROXS LOVES,
OLONEL JURNIEFI®, the gov-
ernor of the prison at ‘Iiis,
sat in his ofiice, which was
4 portlon of the apartments
to himself and family, An

allotted
open letter Iny beside him on a table.

A perplexed look was on his face. Ile
wius 4 cold man, usnuelly hmperturba-
ble. but something in the letter had
disturbied him.

“May the devil take that American!™
he suid as e pleked up the letter again,
“We think be is in 'aris or New York,
and now he turns up with his con-
founded windmills in Astrabad. What
I8 worse, he is going to the big falr ot
Nijnl Novgorod, By the gods, he is
enough to turn the entire secret police
upside down! Undonbtedly he intends
to meet Alma at the falr, as he did
Inst yeur. But, thanks to her father's
wisdom, 1 have her safe here where
she will heur no more of that fellow’s
fine worids,"

He touched
came to him.

“Has a letter been written ar gent
from iy family apartments today 1™

“None, your excelleney,”

“Tias any heon recelyved ™

“None, your excelleney.”

“You must be doubly watehful. 1
have trusted you thus far; I will trust
you further. You understand the cir-
cumstances, do yon not?” !

“I think 1 understand, your excel-
lency, There was n bad, wicked man--
one of those Americans who care for
nobody."

“There was indeed-not only was, |
but ix. As you are aware, he and my
niece, Mlle. Alma, met each other In
RBt. Petersburg, where the fellow was |

a bell and an orderly

gelling some miserable Ameriean in-
ventfon to pump water with wind-
mills, Perhaps the machines were

good epough, for he solil a lot of them.

But these two fools must fall in love |
when my brother, General Jurnieff,

had alrendy planned upon having o
prinece for a son-in-Inw. But the young

people outwitted him and met at the

hig fair at Niinl Novgorod last year.

After that we gent the American out

of Russia, telllng him if he ever re. |
turned we wounld lonk upon him s
having forfeited the right to his coun
try’s protection and send Lilm to Sihe
rin or have him shot™

“That kept him out, excellency."

“Not a bit of ft! I have just received
a letter from my hrather, who has
heard from one of onr secret nEents nt
Parls, that the Amervican iz now ut
Astrabad. In Persin, selling his wores,
and bas snid he was coing o the big
falr at Nijni Novgorod, which soon be
gins."

“He 18 a cournge—he Is n fool, excel-
leney."”

“You might have finished your sen-
tence. He is o conrageons fonl, But,
thank heaven, 1 have the young lady
safe here In Tiflie, If he expects to
meet her at Novgorod, he will be dis.
appointed. 1 must send word at once
to Nijnl Novgorod and Astrakhan, It
may be possible to Intercept him on
the way."

The orderly howed and was dismlss-
ed. A few minutes later a hizher of.
ficer entered. It was Captain Orskotl.

*1 salute you, colonel."

“1 am glad to see you, captain. Yon
appear to be happy. Has anything
new been discovered concerning the

missing Blartelkis nnd his daughter?”

“I am glad to say we have recovered
Kourn. We have captured the two who
were taking ber away, They will be
brought here and locked up to awalt |
trinl.”

*“Then Binrtelkis was not really tr3-
ing to sell his dnughter?”

“We cannot make head or tail of it |
Koury knows little, but believes in her
tuther's innocenee,  Surely he did not
need the money, Morcover, he cannot
be found.”

“1s that rascally Turk, [afiz EMendl,
In the clty ¥

“Yes, 1 have placed him under ar-
rest.”

“If It was a slave selling affair, Hafiz |
had a finger in it, He I8 8 shrewd ras-
2al. But who was it you captured,
and where?’

“Lientenant Thokt, with the gunbonat |
stationed near the Kur, run down a |
Turkish eraft and boarded It. ‘The eap- |
tain's name I8 Hossan. He wag un-
doubtedly trying ro get the poor girl on |
board n strange eraft—n bluck hull. | |
thing she helongs to the aweer of Ho- |
khara." |

“So you found the girl on board the
Tork?

“Yes, and alsv an Awerican, who, I
am sure, had a hand in the affair.
What his motive was, whether he wus
trying to get Koura off to marry her
or was acting as an agent for the
ameer, I don't know. But be was ar-
rerted aud brought here. Yeu will gee
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“Thewy will kill her, Letweon thom "
him goon."

“What nume dlid he give®

“He gave the name, 1 helleve, Trons,
Snid he was going to Nijni Novgorod
to sell pumps and windmills."

Colonel Jurnieff nearly fell
chair. e stared at Orskoff till that
oftficer thonght the governor of the pris-
on wis daft.

“Do you know him?
tenant do wrong ¥

“Do T know him! Now we have him
In our hands we will tinish him.
know Lim' We have watehed him for
a year, bat he is like a rat, 8o he was
stealing Binrtelkis and his daughter?”

“I don't say he was stenling Biartel-
kis. We can find no truce of him ™

“Call that orderly.”

The orderly came In again and ga-
luted.

“Alexander,
spoke Is umder

Did the lien-

that man of whom we
arrest,  He was not

|on|m-ul with following one of the most

beautifnl of Iussian girls, but it wos
he who dbdueted the daughter of Biar:
telkis.™

“Has she heen found?* asked the
orderly, forgetting his wunners in his
Intense Interest.

“Yes, thank God! But her father ig
yet missing. We shall know more after
we have heard them all. You umler-
gtand your duties, 1 charge you to he
shrawd and faithful. Go!”

The orderly, Alexander Borge, walk-
ed through the corridors of the prison
with lagging steps. An officer passed

| him.

“My eaptain, I am not well,” he said.
“May I be relieved for an honr*"

The captain nodded and walked on
into the office. Alexander hurried to
#pother portion of the prison, where

.‘_

there were rooms luxurionsly fitted up,
e knocked cautiously at one, giving

be in thig very prison”

Almn's fingers elnteled at her bosom, | them oft

a certain signnl. A young Russion girl | and she binlt rose from ber chair, but,

openad the door,
“Alexander! You not on duty? What
has happened ™
“1 got prelicved for an hour to tell
you something for Mlle. Almu.”
“Quick! In here!"
She ushered bim into n small stor-

| age closet and listened bhreathlessly,

"miy duties,” he sald.

“The ecolonel eharged me ngain with
“He had receiviad

| & letter from bis brother that the young

not
e wans to

American whom we could 1riee
was in Astrabod, Persin
o from there to Nijnl Novgorod to
meet Mie. Alma, as last year. Later 1
learned that Le is under arrest for tok
Ing away Kourn Riartelkis"

“It is impossible. He has not heen In
Titis"

“I know, but that is the charge. Ie

' was on the boat that tonk her away.
Would you tell Mlle, Alma?”

vervthing. 1

off his |
| the streets?'” asks Mlle. Almn

tell

is

“Yes, certainly, T must hier ey-
believe this i false
charge got up to put the American in
prison.”

“Perbaps. But T must be off, T will
wateh. 1 will return if anything is
new."

In another suit of apaptments a love.
Iy young glrel, with pale face and long-
Ing eves, sat listlessly looking from A
window,
just left entered.

“Marie, whnt excltement in
“Some-

Is the

| thing unusual, even for fair time, has

ol |

l

huppened.  One girl, one of the few

fricinls 1 have made—1 have always
met her when making purchases at
ber falther's hazaar-is alreudy missing.
1 bope the Turks bave not found a
way tooontwit the lnw™

“Iaurn Biartelkis is found, modemol-
selle”

*Phen that must b the cnnse of the
excitement.  Oh, when will this eruel
exile come to an el Muarte, suppose
Alexauder should be sent away where
you could never see (LI

1 should cry, wademoisells ™

“(ry? will
lovers
rivers,
Jove is not a thing for prison walls’

“But you are sot a prisoner, wde-
maoiscile”

“Am | not? [ have the privilege of
driving out In my carringe.
But a1 not watehed constantly ? =
pot my uncle forever giving orders thot
o letters shall be allowed (o regeh me?
Could | send o letter even If 1 knew
where- he— was?”

With u burst of =orrow Marie fell at
the feet of her mistress

“Oh, mademolselle! 1 have such bad
news for you'! 1 would not tell, hut |

unite

conld shed

Pesirs silotie naot

It they woukl, |
It maust b el to live where

nnele's

know you wish to hear all. He is
here!™

“HHere! You mwean M. Ironps- bere In
Tinis!""

“Yeu mademoisetle, appd will gonn

| loves me

! gin,

lon her elair amd burying her

The girl whom Borge had |

swaying, rell bhaevk.

Wil you  have water, mademol
gelley”
“Nog Iwant news. How—where did

they take Wim?  Is it trae? Dl Alex-
aider tell yon?”

“Yes, It soems e wns on the same
boat  They =ay he wasg taking nway
Koura Binrtelkls"”

“I do not Lelleve it!
It wns not M

“Perhaps not, mademolselle,

No: [ know he

frons "
ot we
shall soon know."™

*“Yes, but oy heart will hrenlk with
apprehension. T they hnve taken him,
after wartlng hlm to Leep ont of Itus
they charge him with any
thing to punish him.  You el
me, Marie, Good, hreave, Calthful girl?
And Alexamder ton! What woulld 1 do
withiout you hath? 0O G, help him!
Preserve him  from  their  veogeanee
nnd cruelty!™

She hroke down under the stroin nnd
slipped to the floor

will
nitist

Resting her arms
Faee in
theny, she bhirst into spasmodie sahs

“They will kill bher, between tliean!™
muttered the maid
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A OXE BIDED THIAL—ALMA JUBNIEFF'S
RESOLYF

OLONEL JURNIEFF  gazed

C l'n'.-“}‘ I.][I-lll tln' ]-l'i.\'-llu'l’-n

= when they were brought he

fore him. Hassan was ering

Ing wmd servile, heguing for merey,

Huarvey was straight and ealin, but
ANErY,

*This Is an outrage npon an Ameri-
can eitizen, and It will not go dnpun
sl he sald,  “You lave no righe
to arrest me or prevent my traveling
to Nijul Novgorsl,”

“*Whit your
colonel.

“Harvey Irons.™

“I remember that nnme-—-somehow in

Is natme " askdl the

connection with o eommand.  Ah, 1
have I Were you nol orderal (o
leave Ka=sia and never retuarn *”

“No, ] war not, | was tald that if 1
cnme to Rossin something wounld hap
prn to me. It owas oot done by the
order of the czar. It was merely an
attempt to separnte me from o Young
Indy whom | love

“So that it,™ ®mnid the colonel,
with a steer, Yo are sure it was not
done by the order of the eznr?”

“1 ogg sure of It for an investigation
wins mide al my request by onr minks
ter, and he assured me that =0 far as
the czar and his high ministers were
concerned they had issaed o sueh
command, 1 was told T was ot lilerty
to enter Musgsin to sell my goosds at
any time."

“After this remarkahle investigation,
as you call it, were you informed that
you woere at lHherty to come to IRussin
npnd earry off her douehteors®”

wias

“No, nor have I any desire to earry
thit s, save whom 1
shall marey sooner or Inter."

“May | ask the name of that onc? 18
it Koura Digrtelkis®”

“No, T had nothing to do with thiat
affair.
what the nuame of the ather is

“Ilngolent dog!

ane,

| ame

"maugistrate. a

“No, amd T don't eare™

“1 will take some of the Impudence
ont of vou hefore T am done, T am Colo
nel Jurnien,”

“The unele of Alma ***

*Yeou, the uncle of Alma"

“Then von already knvw the nome of
the givl | love, and vour questions
sglhmply perfanetory I demand in jus
tiee thot 1 Le peleasiml*

“‘That will he gelthual later.  Inst now
you are my pirlsoner. ake him to the
prison of detention'

Twa soldlers foarced Tlarvey
comipnny them. Then Colonel
fell into o study,

“Ihis dog Is right,” he said. “The
order was onr awn. This esplon:age un-
der which we have kept him was not
by orider of the minister of poliee. hat
it the request of the g my broth-
er. 1 must silence him somelow, 1ie s
irrepressible and will do us harm, He
must never be aequittod of this chinrge,
no matter what the evidenes may he
With Alma here and that fellow in Si-
beria there will be distance enouigh be

wWere

to ne
Jurnlen

nerail

tween them to save us from further
care.”

Harvey saw no one for severn) days
exvept the gnard who brouzht his
menls. One diay the auad, s L prish-
ed the dinner throuzh the door, sald
to Harvey: “F have been paid well o
hand you this. Take it Swaliow it

when vou have read Ir”
It was @ note written on thin paper
I pencil, 1L reod.

My Dear M. lrons-—1 hgws n wiee
my cyex aut gince I learned thint you Were
In prison.  After our me r the fule
last yeur my father sent s here to Celo-
nel Jurnlefm I have bLeeid Su-
mikt o prisao Ine 1 have awi
boen able 10 ascertuin & her e Were.

v where

Your letiers, even had oy

1 was. would have beet zuil

1 assure you 1 Know you wera nol
gulity of killing M., Blartulkis or taking
Awany his diaughter, but my aticle will try
to hava you convinted and sent to Siberia
1 shall do nit 1 ean to reach your Amoris
can representative o Petersburg, but
may not ba ahle th ascamplish it. 1 have

but twao [riénds. One of them is bribing

the gunrd ta give you thia. Whatever
huppens, ramember [ love yuu and be-
Heve In you ALMA.

Harvey kisged the note and sobbed.

“My poor durling™ murmured.
Rit hy bit he chewed the paper and
wwnowed it

Then came the
was semimilitary
Captain Orskoll
stern

trinl I'he tribunal
Colonel Jurniefl and
were  present,
ofd mun. looked
with nnsympathetic cyes upan Huarvey
and with leathing upon Hassan, Cuape
tain Orskofl lrst offered whut he Knew

ar whnt he did not kuow, which Har

{1t e slnve girls of Clreassia and (Geor-

And it is none of vour husiness | sli
2 ML

Do you know who 1 I

[,

The |

vey felt amounted to the same thing 8o
far ds his chanees were coneerned,
[ “n perfortning my duties durving the
falr" snid the copinin, 1 saw Hatlzs
Effondi, who was known to he a dealer

pefore hils fmpevinl highoness the
ezir issted hits nkase that’ all such trof-
e e stoppedd. 1 watehed Liafiz Effen-
bt could discover nothing that
| wonld lead o belieyve he contemn-
| plated hpreaking the i, 1 saw him
st this men from Bokhara who ecalls
Iimselr Mizile and when U learned that

D petartedtits el Ko were wissing 1
suspocted theimn they denied haviog
anyihing th do with the erime,  Ac-

cording to the twother of Hautiz, who

Kengis a0 eolior Lose both of them
speut that wizht at his place.  There
wiis na one b the bazaee who could

tell where the prapeietor had gone, I
discoyered that @ hoat wanued chiefly

by nntive sailors and captaiped by
Missan, o Tuek, had left TiMis during
the night No one had seen the boat

depnet, damd there sevized 1o me some-
thing mysterious iy this, I sent word
to Licutenant Thokt, who at onee start-
el to intereopt the boat. The gunboat
overtook Hassan on the Caspian, He
i spoken @ vessel with a black hull,

but thee persons on board |'\‘|IIDUII)'
wished 1o have nolbing to do with
Hagsan, for the hlack bost went away.
Lientenant Phalkt arrived in time to

pievent the oscape of Tussan. He can
tell Wimself what e dld™

1 went on hoard,” sald Lieutenant
Thokt, “aml founidl Hassan in com-
puiad and this other prisoner, evidontly
as muel o hurey to eseape as Has-
ann. e sald bie was an Ameriesn go-
jue to Astraklion,  The vessel hod not
at any time been headed for the Volga.
Hassan  talid story and the
American told we his, ‘They agreed in
SO but differed in others.
1 fontned Konra Blartelkls on bonrd, a4
prisoner, nid bronght ler bneketo Tidis

ie s

resjped is,

and arrested Hassun and the Awmeri-
can”
() grent ones of earth!” moaned

Hassan when called upon to speak for
Imselt, it is with trenibling tougne
1 attempt to tell even the truth, for
what nm 17 What am [ that 1 should
spegk to snch ax thee? But it was as
1 sadel and ns 1 will say again, 1 came
to the fair with my bhoat filled with
rich stuffs to soll to the bazaars, [ did
well, excellencles, and made a profit
on my hut it does not pay to
hire saillors for two ways and carey
goods only one, so [ remained at the
wharf waiting for a eargo to take to
Asteinkhan, where 1 knew there await-
el me a valunble cargo to take te
Astrabad, but 1 walted long, O
exveltoncios, and it enme time for me
to depart withont a eargo.
[ “In preparing to leave Tiflls I discov-
ered sotne linen which 1 knew lgnats
Rinrtelkis would purehase, 1 could not

ol

too

[Comtinmal on dth page. |



